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Ipswich Murders

Link to BBC coverage
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england

/suffolk/7258115.stm
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In December 2006, when Suffolk Constabulary was investigating the 

biggest case in their history, the Ipswich Serial Murder Inquiry, 

Plowman Craven’s expertise was commissioned. The team visited all 

the scenes of crime with 3D Laser Scanning equipment and captured 

rapidly all crucial data.  The benefits of recording scenes by this 

method include:

• Laser scanner operates remotely, i.e, without hindrance to 

investigating teams or contamination of forensic evidence.

• Laser Scanner records entire scene, hence no return visit to site is 

required.

• Laser scan data can be easily transformed into a variety of products 

from precise layout drawings through to complex computer-

generated 3D models and animations.

• Scenes of crime can be accurately reconstructed from laser scan 

data

This stored data was later used to produce a number of computer-

generated three-dimensional models and scene recreations.
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SURVEY CONCLUSION

This work not only assisted the investigating team but was used to 

great effect during the trial and subsequent media 

coverage. Following the successful prosecution and a life sentence 

passed to the suspect, Plowman Craven received a commendation 

from the Chief Constable. 

"Plowman Craven's assistance was of tremendous value in 

presenting this complex case to the jury and the computer modelling 

has been used to enhance subsequent crime scene training".

David Stagg, Scientific Services Manager, Suffolk Constabulary


